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BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  OF  THE  BLIND 


~ JST7  li  stabl  ish  ed — 1 893 


«: r-  Statutory  authority — General  Statutes,  1949  Revi- 

' Sion,  Sections  1608  to  1625 


w 


Administrative  head— Stetson  K.  Ryan,  Execu- 
tive Secretary 

Central  office — State  Office  Building,  Room  G4; 
Telephone  7-6341  ; Ext.  775 

Average  number  full-time  employees — 46 

Fluids  for  operation  fiscal  year  1948-1949 — 
Legislative  appropriation,  $194,332.00.  Federal 
funds,  $23,303.00.  Sales  and  service  fund, 
$175,000.00 

Expenditures  fiscal  year  1948-1949 — 

Recurring  operating  expenditures — State  funds, 
$178,938.00  (gross)  $177,425.00  (net).  Federal 
funds,  $22,211.00.  Sales,  Service  fund,  $144,- 
876.00.  Capital  outlay,  $1,994.00  (included  in 
State  funds) 


Organization  structure — There  are  the  following 
sectional  activities  organized  within  the  Agency: 
Individual  and  case  work;  Education  and  Counselling;  Rehabilitation  and 
employment ; Home  teaching  and  visitation  ; Sales  Service  and  home  indus- 
tries; Prevention  of  blindness;  Mothers  Counselling  and  the  pre-school 
blind  child;  Vending  stands  and  business  opportunities;  Deaf  blind;  Talk- 
ing books;  Leisure  time  activities;  the  Administrative  section 


It  was  120  years  ago  (1829),  that  the  Connecticut  General  Assembly 
first  gave  evidence  of  an  interest  in  blind  persons.  In  that  year  a law  was 
enacted  requiring  selectmen  to  report  annually  the  blind  and  deaf  persons 
in  their  towns.  1 his  was  the  result  of  a growing  concern  in  New  England 
and  along  the  eastern  seaboard  in  the  unfavorable  conditions  which  pre- 
vailed for  those  who  were  bereft  of  sight.  The  outgrowth  of  this  interest 
in  New  England  was  the  establishment  in  1832  of  what  is  now  Perkins 
Institution  at  W atertown.  Mass.  1 he  Connecticut  General  Assembly  there- 
upon appropriated  $1,000.  and,  in  1833,  two  blind  pupils  from  this  state. 

In  183S  the  .Genera!  Assembly  designated  the  Governor  as  Commis- 
sioner tor  the  Blind  and  stipulated  that  only  blind  persons  under  25  years 
of  age  should  benefit  by  attendance  at  public  expense  at  an  institution  for 
the  blind.  In  1840  the  age  limit  was  raised  to  40  years.  In  1856  the 
annual  appropriation  was  increased  to  $2,000;  in  1874  to  $6,000.  In  sub- 
sequent years  these  sums  were  increased,  and  in  1893  the  Board  of  Educa- 
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tion  of  the  Blind  was  established,  and  later  funds  were  appropriated  for  the 
erection  of  a school  plant  in  Hartford  and  an  industrial  establishment  at 
Wethersfield,  and  the  State  has  liens  against  both  institutions. 

TUITION  PAYMENTS  INCREASED 

The  1949  General  Assembly  amended  the  Connecticut  Statutes  to  per- 
mit this  Board  to  increase  its  board  and  tuition  payments  to  these  institu- 
tions from  $800.  to  $1,200.  a year.  Furthermore,  it  made  an  appropriation 
of  $52,000  to  the  Connecticut  Institute  for  the  Blind  for  capital  expendi- 
tures. The  Institute  now  has  real  estate  and  endowment  valued  at  well  over 
one  million  dollars,  but  expenses  of  operation  have  increased  the  past 
two  years  and  plant  repairs  and  requirements  necessitate  considerable  out- 
lay. The  Institute  has  not  requested  a special  appropriation  since  1921, 
when  the  Legislature  appropriated  $20,000.  to  make  up  a deficit. 

NINETY  EIGHT  PRE-SCHOOL  BLIND  CHILDREN 

There  are  now  forty-nine  blind  children  in  residence  at  the  Connecticut 
School  for  the  Blind.  If  anyone  would  have  suggested  ten  years  ago  that 
today  there  would  be  ninety-eight  blind  children  in  Connecticut  not  more 
than  6 years  of  age,  it  would  have  been  scoffed  at.  Our  records  would 
indicate  that  sixty-seven  of  these  children  were  prematurely  born  and  are 
blind  from  rentrolental  fibroplasia.  We  reported  at  the  annual  meeting  in 
1947  there  were  twenty-two  children  blind  from  this  scourge ; in  1948. 
forty-eight.  It  might  appear  therefore  that  babies  blind  from  retrolental 
fibroplasia  are  being  born  in  Connecticut  at  the  rate  of  about  fifteen  or 
more  a year.  Already  there  are  seven  children  at  the  Connecticut  School 
for  the  Blind  who  are  blind  from  this  cause.  In  the  five  and  six  years! 
old  group  of  the  present  date,  there  are  no  fewer  than  eighteen  boys  and 
girls.  Of  the  ninety-five  children  alluded  to,  it  is  probable  that  eighty-one 
are  normal  mentally,  and  eighty-two  are  at  present  residing  in  their  own 
homes;  ten  are  in  other  institutions,  and  six  are  attending  the  School  for 
the  Blind. 

THE  BLIND  AT  COLLEGE 

The  Board  has  furthered  the  academic  education  during  the  year  of 
five  blind  young  men  and  two  young  women  at  colleges  in  this  state. 
Four  were  enrolled  at  the  University  of  Connecticut  (Storrs)  one  at  the 
Fort  Trumbull  Branch,  one  at  the  University  of  Bridgeport  and  one  at 
the  New  Haven  Teachers’  College.  Readers  have  been  provided  for  these 
students  and  in  some  instances  board  and  tuition  payments  have  been  met. 

Two  blind  boys  and  a blind  girl  will  be  graduated  from  the  Connecti- 
cut School  for  the  Blind  this  month,  and  the  Board  is  arranging  for  voca- 
tional training  and  opportunities  for  these  young  people. 

TEACHING  VISITS  IN  THE  HOMES 

During  the  twelve  months’  period  under  review  the  Board  has  served 
1,418  blind  and  partially  blind  persons.  Since  July  1,  1948,  427  names 
have  been  added  to  the  register ; 188  have  been  removed.  Five  hundred 


448 


BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  OF  THE  BLIND 

and  seventy-three  men  and  women  were  visited  in  their  homes  by  the 
seven  home  teachers,  who  have  traveled  in  twelve  months  /4./01  miles  in 
2,933  hours,  made  9,442  calls  and  given  4 811  lessons.  One  of  these 
pupils,  Mrs.  Jennie  Loring  of  Glastonbury,  101  years  of  age  last  December, 
has  hemmed ‘400  dish  towels,  thereby  earning  sufficient  money  to  purchase 
her  Christmas  presents.  And  where  is  the  person  with  sight  who  can 
match  the  spirit  and  perseverence  of  Mrs.  Addie  Lathrop  of  New  London 
who  has  put  the  finishing  touches  on  her  fortieth  afghan? 

We  take  pride  in  the  fact  that  six  of  our  home  teachers  now  have 
Class  I home  teaching  certificates,  and  a seventh  teacher  will  complete  a 
course  at  Ypsilanti,  Michigan,  the  coming  summer  and  will  be  awarded 
the  certificate. 

We  have  registered  377  consignors  (143  men  and  234  women)  m our 
sales  department.  1 he  receipts  from  194  sales  have  been  $25,688.00. 
From  our  three  Christmas  sales  (Bridgeport,  Hartford  and  New  Haven) 
the  receipts  wrcre  $3,359.07.  At  the  booth  at  Hammonassett  the  past  sum- 
mer total  sales  were  $1,576.98;  at  Rocky  Neck  $821.55. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-six  persons  (52  men  and  84  women)  have 
sold  16,212  box  assortments  of  Christmas  cards  under  the  sponsorship  of 
the  Board  at  net  profit  of  $7,500. 

BREAD  UPON  THE  WATERS 

It  appears  that  the  home  industries,  furthered  by  the  Board  for  more 
than  twenty-five  years,  may  have  been  the  motivating  factor  in  influencing 
a New  Haven  and  Milford  woman  to  name  the  Board  as  one  of  two 
residuary  legatees  in  her  will.  The  estate  of  Mrs.  Ida  Eaton  Cotton,  which 
was  probated  in  Milford  in  1946,  was  appraised  at  a considerable  sum,  and 
one  of  the  paragraphs  of  the  will  stipulated  that  one-half  the  residue  of 
the  estate,  after  specific  bequests  had  been  paid,  should  be  bequeathed  in 
trust  perpetually  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  to  be  known 
as  the  Ida  Eaton  Cotton  Fund,  the  income  to  be  paid  semi-annually  to  the 
State  Board  of  Education  of  the  Blind,  to  be  expended  to  sponsor  and 
encourage  industry  among  the  adult  blind  of  both  sexes  in  New  Haven 
County.  File  value  of  the  trust  turned  over  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  State 
of  Connecticut  as  of  February  8,  1949,  was  $100,726.54,  and  the  first 
payment  of  interest  and  dividends  to  the  Board  on  that  date  amounted  to 
$4,712.46.  One  half  of  the  estate  went  to  the  New  Haven  Orphan  Asylum. 

SILENCE  AND  DARKNESS 

We  believe  that  Connecticut  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  only 
State  to  have  conducted  a survey  of  the  deaf-blind.  This  has  been  pos- 
sible by  the  vote  of  the  Board  last  June  authorizing  the  Executive  Secre- 
tary to  assign  one  of  the  home  teachers  to  full  time  service  with  this 
group,  and  Miss  Doris  Mann  of  Rockville  has  been  engaged  in  this  work 
since  September  1.  1 he  undertaking  has  involved  a reading  of  the 

Boards  records  and  /42  visits  to  the  homes  of  142  persons  for  study'  and 
appraisal  pui  poses.  Sixty-seven  of  the  142  persons  were  visited  once, 
fourteen  twice,  while  thirty-three  were  called  on  three  or  more  times. 
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It  would  appear  that  in  Connecticut  there  are  sixty-eight  men  and 
women  who  would  come  within  the  limits  of  the  following  categories : 
Ten  are  totally  deaf  and  totally  blind ; seven  are  totally  deaf  but  have 
object  perception;  nine  are  totally  deaf  but  have  traveling  vision;  twelve 
are  totally  blind  and  have  seriously  impaired  hearing;  eleven  have  object 
perception  and  serious  hearing  loss ; four  have  traveling  vision  and  a 
serious  hearing  loss : six  are  totally  blind  with  a slight  hearing  loss ; four 
have  object  perception  with  a slight  hearing  loss;  and  five  have  traveling 
vision  with  a slight  hearing  loss. 

Of  the  sixty-eight  persons  enumerated,  twelve  are  deaf  mutes,  four  are 
mental  cases,  and  nineteen  are  senile.  Thirty-four  of  the  total  number 
are  over  70  years  of  age.  All  have  been  provided  with  food  and  shelter; 
some  at  a more  than  moderate  cost.  Thirty-four  have  hearing  aids  but 
only  six  employ  the  device  constantly.  Six  of  the  group  are  gainfully 
employed.  Audiometer  tests  have  been  provided  for  seven  by  the  Board. 
Only  about  one  third  of  the  number  have  learned  the  raised  type. 

A foremost  need  of  these  doubly  handicapped  persons  is  employment 
for  their  working  hours.  In  large  measure  the  radio  is  no  solace,  but  a 
command  and  use  of  the  braille  characters  would  bring  consolation. 

BLIND  PERSONS  EMPLOYED 

On  June  30  the  Board  will  have  completed  its  third  year  of  rehabili- 
tation services  to  the  blind  under  the  provisions  of  Public  Law  113,  known 
as  the  Barden-LaFollette  Act,  which  makes  possible  the  use  of  federal 
funds  in  conjunction  with  State  funds  to  provide  blind  clients  with  coun- 
selling, physical  restoration,  training,  and  placement  in  remunerative  jobs. 
During  this  year,  under  this  program  of  the  Board,  185  clients  have  been 
given  rehabilitation  service.  Of  this  number,  sixty  were  rehabilitated  and 
placed  in  employment ; eleven  were  hospitalized  for  surgery,  and  five 
persons  through  surgery  were  restored  to  almost  normal  vision ; seven 
clients  were  given  sufficient  financial  assistance  to  enable  them  to  pursue 
studies  in  college ; seven  artificial  eyes  and  ten  pairs  of  glasses  were  pro- 
vided to  clients  in  need  of  these  appliances. 

The  considerable  number  (sixty)  who  were  rehabilitated,  when  com- 
pared with  the  annual  report  from  other  New  England  states  showing  that 
Rhode  Island  rehabilitated  nineteen,  Maine  sixteen,  Massachusetts  fifteen, 
New  Hampshire  fifteen,  and  Vermont  twelve,  while  New  York  rehabili- 
tated fifty-eight,  is  indicative  of  the  excellence  of  the  results  which  have 
been  obtained.  One  of  the  clients  placed  in  remunerative  employment  was 
a negro  girl,  a parolee  from  a mental  hospital. 

For  these  services  to  blind  clients  of  the  Board,  the  federal  govern- 
ment provided  $22,211.  of  which  $4,300.  was  matched  dollar  for  dollar 
with  State  funds;  the  remainder  was  spent  as  follows:  Approximately 
$16,000.  for  salaries  of  workers  in  this  program,  and  approximately  $1,700. 
for  travel  and  other  administrative  costs  of  the  program. 

Our  register  would  indicate  that  as  of  January  1,  1949,  there  are  now 
395  blind  persons  gainfully  employed  in  this  state.  Of  this  total,  147  are 
employed  in  industry  (117  males  and  30  females),  while  248  are  engaged 
in  non-industrial  pursuits  (186  males  and  62  females).  This  is  abou^ 
16  per  cent  of  the  blind  persons  in  Connecticut. 
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HOSPITAL  AND  MEDICAL  EXPENSES 

The  Board  in  its  overall  program  expended  $9,940.02  for  hospital 
and  medical  care  for  311  individuals.  Of  this  amount  $3,5-9.82  was 
paid  for  eye  examinations  and  glasses.  Fifty  eight  persons  were  hos- 
pitalized, seventeen  of  whom  were  children.  Artificial  exes  were  proxided 
for  five  children  and  sixteen  adults  at  the  expense  of  $900.  Dental  ser\- 
ices  were  arranged  for  two  children  and  nine  adults,  costing  $*4-64. 50. 
The  Board  obtained  hearing  aids,  audiometer  tests  or  batteries  for  six 
persons  at  an  expense  of  $276.02. 

TO  REPRODUCE  TEXTBOOK  MATERIAL 

The  talking  book  service  to  blind  and  nearly  blind  persons  is  requiring 
more  of  the  time  of  two  workers  of  the  Board.  There  are  now  458  of  these 
appliances  on  loan.  One  vear  ago  the  number  was  383.  Study  is  being 
given  to  the  uses  which  might  be  made  of  Soundscriber  units,  particularly 
in  instances  where  blind  students  desire  textbook  material  which  is  not  in 
braille. 

HANDS  ACROSS  THE  SEA 

In  February  the  Board  forwarded  $340.84  to  the  American  Founda- 
tion for  Overseas  Blind  to  be  used  for  the  rehabilitation  of  blind  persons 
in  Europe.  For  the  most  part  it  was  collected  by  our  home  teachers  from 
their  blind  pupils  in  contributions  of  approximately  ten  cents  each. 

The  Board  was  host  to  the  Eastern  Conference  of  Home  Teachers 
October  8 to  10,  1948,  with  125  registered  delegates  present.  It  was 
twenty  years  ago  that  the  Conference  met  in  this  state. 

Miss  Hopkins,  senior  case  worker  for  the  Board,  is  a member  of 
the  State  Committee  on  Camping  for  Handicapped  Children,  and  last 
summer  two  blind  boys  enjoyed  the  privileges  of  a Boy  Scout  Camp  at 
West  Hill  Pond  in  Litchfield  County. 

I wo  workers  for  the  Board  completed  twenty  five  years  of  service 
with  the  agency  during  the  period  under  review: — Mrs.  Genevieve  M. 
Daley,  office  supervisor,  and  Miss  Lorraine  N.  Berger,  home  teacher. 
There  are  now  five  persons  who  have  worked  for  the  Board  twenty-five 
years  or  more,  two  of  whom  are  now  on  a retired  status. 

We  record  the  death  of  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Anderson  in  Hartford  on 
May  23.  1949.  Mrs.  Anderson  entered  the  employ  of  the  Board  Septem- 
ber 1.  1924,  and  had  served  until  June  28,  1948,  when  she  had  reached  the 
age  of  65  years.  It  might  be  truthfully  said  of  Mrs.  Anderson  that  she 
was  a person  without  guile. 

The  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Board  was  the  recipient  of  the  Migel 
Medal  at  ceremonies  held  in  New  York  City  on  June  2.  The  award  was 
niade  bv  Miss  Helen  Keller,  the  deaf-blind  leader,  in  the  presence  of  about 
100  workers  for  the  blind. 


